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W. 3. KIMMOWS, ET AL $1:£F Rev, Pd.

F. 3aM SHARD WARRAMTY DEED TOr Truatess of The pPlrst Presbyterlan Chourch, U. 5.
Corinth, ¥isslasippl

This Ipdenturs Made the 15th day of January, 1549, betwesn J. SaM SHARE, DAVE P.
SHARP snd FRANK T, MoAMIS, partiss of the Cipst pert, and W. G. KIMMOWS, W, C. STEVENSON end
R. M. BIGGERS, TROSTEES OF THE FIRST PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH, U.5., CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI, partles
of" the sscond part.

Witnsaaath, that said parties of the flpstc port, in consideratien of the suwn of TEN
DOTLARS AND OTHER GOOO AND VALUABLYE CONSIDERATION, o them in hand pald by the pertles of
tha soecnnd -—ars, recelpt wharesf la hereby aclmowledped, do hersby ghant, bergain, sell, convey
and warrant unto perties of the second part the undivided Three-fiftha [3/5) interest of
napties of the Cfirst part in and bo the followlng described land, towlitc:

Begihning at the Southwest ¢ornor of Block 3, Tyrooo Helghta
sobdivision &0 the eity of Cerinth, run EBast 100 Cest 3lcong
the Nopth zilde of Seventh Street for s trus beginning: Run
thenecs North 300 foaet; run thenos Eamst 100 fasti run thence
South 145 fest; run thenee Esst 100 fesby run thenca South

10 fest: run thence Weaat 100 fest; run theanes South 1L feet;
to Saventh Stroub; run thenes West slong the Narth aide of
Seyanth Sirest to the true beglnning. Said Bleek 3 being
lopated in the Scouthesst Quarter {SE:) of Sesotlon 30, Townahip
1, Rangs 7, of ®leorn County, Misaissippl.

The nbove described land beisg cwned by 7. J. sherp st the time of hisz deathj =maid
T, J. sharp, deceascd, leoaving as his scle heirs-at-low J. Sam Sherp, Dave ¥, Shapp, Mary
sharp, Mchmls, M. T. Sharp and J. Henvy Sharpi Frank T. MeAmls belng the bnly helr-st-law
of ¥ary Shirp MeAmia, deceszed.

It is the tntention of the Granters to econvey all of thelr coight, title and interest
ge neips-at-law of T. J. Zharp, deceased, in and to the Esat Two-thleds !Efjl of mlosk 3,
Tyrone Heights Subdivision of the Clty of Corinth, Mississippl.

IH WITNESS WHEREO® the seld partissa of tho [lrat pert have nerounbc aet tholr nand
and ssal Ythe dpy and year [irat sbove written.

J. Sam Sherp

D. F. Sharp

Franik T. Measmls

STATE OF MISSIESSIFFI
COTHTY OF ALCORN

personally eppeared bofore me %tha undersigned muthorl in and Cfor the CGounty and
3zate aloressid, J. Sam sharp, Dave F. Zharp snd Frank T, ¥esmls, the within named, who ack-
nowlodged that they slgnod, sealed and deliverad the forercing Deed for the purpoaes tharéin
prpreassd, on the #ay and yesr thereln mentlsned, &s thelr act and ceed.

givon undsr my hend end officinl sesl, this 15th day of Jonuary, 19kg.

(SEAL)

H. ¥osno
E

My Cormissicn expires Jem. 11, 1951, e ary fhollc

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Al eorn Qounty
T, Sorman 7. Madden, €iaTk of tho Chsngory Usurt of sald county, certifly the within in-
stmzmant of writing wWas received hars for recard on the 28 day of February A. U, 1949 ak
I0 &' elock A. M., ond hos besn duly recorded by me in Land Deed Bock g6 Page 151,

typn under my hand and officisl sesl at office ia Corinth, M{33,, this Morch 3, 15L9,

Rif/}’/mﬁ@—- Elenk

- Ve A E-’I..q"“‘ll'l'i'i.“: PD'HEEI'I OF ATTORNEY TO: GEORGE P. CHANBERS

12l Melrocas Drive
" Oretitencoge lp, Tennessses
= Jenuary 10, 1948

i
Tg whem Lt may concorn; 7

mhis 18 to confer upon George P. Shambars of Po 0. dox 11, Corinth, Alcorn County,
¥issiaalppl the powern of atbtorney to act in my stead For the purpoes of bargelining, aelling,
signing, sesling, apd delivering all or ariy part of proseorty or eny lanteresat 1o property which
I pospess In Black.3 of The Tyraona gnights Additlon to the OClty of gorinth;, Alccrn Gaunty,
HWisaisalppl.

Reapactiully,

Y. A. Bapoton
V. h. Hampton
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£1,10 Rev, Pald.
V. A, SAEMPTON BY GEORGE P. CHAMBERS, ATTORNEY IN FACT $1.10 Rev. Pald,

WARRANTY DE
T3
W. G. KINMONS, ET AL, TRUSTEES OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCE U. S, CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI.

THIS THUENTURE Made and entered into this the Lith dsy of Jepuary, 1945, oy end
batwesn V. A. Hampton, by Goorge ¥. chambars, Attorney-in-fect, Party of the First Part,
and W. O. Kimmons, W. C. Stevenson and R. W. Bigpsrs, Trustess of ths Firat Presbytarlan
Church, U. 5., Gorinth, Messissippl, Pertlesz of the second part WITHESSETH:

That party of the firat part for and 1n conaideraticn of thae sum of Ten Dollara
{£10.00) snd other good And velusble econalderations in hand pald by pertles of the second
part to party of the firat part, the reealpt of which is hareby awknowledged,hbas grantad
bargoined, scld and comveyed, end Dy thess presents doss nereby sell, convey snd werrant

tnto partiss of the seacond part an undivided two-Tifths (2/8) interast in the followlng de-
soribed lands, to-wlis

Bapinning Ons Hundrsd (100) fsst East of ihe
Southwest Cerner of Block Thres (3]} inTyrone
Helghts Subdivision to the Clty of Corlnth,

man thence Herth Thres Hundred (300) fest, to
thmp North line of saild Block; thence Eest One
Hundrad (100) feet; thencs South Three Hundrad
{300) feet to the 3outh line of said Block;
thanes West One Hundred {100} fent to the polnt
of bepinning; sald Bleck belng In Tyrone Helghts
aupdivision to the City of Corinth and loeated
in tha Southeast Wuarter {323 of Sscticn Thipty-
six |[316), Townahip One (1) Renge Saven {7y in

41 ppmm County, Misslsalippi.

party of tho Tirst pert by those presents cemveysto parties of the second part
the ome-Tifth (1.5) interest which he scquired from the helrs of W, 7. Sharp, decessed, and
the one fifty (1/3) intereat in the sdld lands moguired frem G. G. Tayler, whe seguired tha
asme from J. H. S3harp.

WITNESS THE SIGHATUHE of tne Farty of the pPiret ParTt by Gecrge F. chawbers his
Attorney-in-Faet, this Llth day of Jenuary, 1545,

V. A. Hampton

BY: Goaorge P. Chambers
ATEORNEY-IN-FACT

ETATE OF WI 3BISSTPFL
AL.CORN COUNTY

PERSOHARLY sared bafora me, the pnderaipgned anthorl in and for the aforeaanid
County eand Eigtﬁ? aaﬁgﬁg ¢, Chambers, who acknowlsdged that 28 A torney~in-TFact for V. A.

Hampton, and or end on bia pehalf, he signed, seslad and delivered ine foregelog instrumont
on the dey end yesr theraln mentionsd, &a the act and deed of the zsld V. A. Hampton.
Given under my hend and seal, fthia ilith dey of Jenuary, 1909 .

Vmnie Codwin gray
Wotsry Publie

{SEAL) My Qommlssion Explres Now. 15, 1952,

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Alcorn Counky

I, HERMAH J. WADDEN, Clerk of the Chancery Court of a8ld county, certily the within
inztpument of writing wRs recolved hers for racord on the 2Btn dey of February, A. D. 1949
gt 10 oleleck A. M., and has been duly recordad by me in Lend pesd Reccrd 86 Pages 152.4 153,

Glven under oy hand and cfficial zasl, Bt office in Copinth, Miss., this werch 3Ird, 1949.

¢ _;/ Qg dde. Sk
7



[T 1S FURTHER ORDERED, ADNDGED AND DECREED that the Preshyiery of
Saulk Louisiana, and any persens in active conced or participation with it, on its behalf or in its
stead, ghall not teke =ny sction that may affect the property rights of the First Preshyterian
Church of the City of Baton Rouge, incleding but not limited to: 1) filing aay documents io the
mortgage and conveyance reeords that place o cloud oo title to the Property, 2) initiating any
disciplinery action against the ministers or governing body of First Preshyterian Chureh of the
City of Baton Rouge in respect of any issue raised in, prompted by or related to this litigation: 3)
appointing, of initisling processes leading to the appointment of an pdministrative commizsion 1o
essert original jurisdiction over the First Proshyterian Church of the City of Baton Rowge lo
correct difficultics or dissolve & pastoral relationship in respect of matlers reised in, prompred by
ar related to this litigation, or 4) otherwise making any claim with fespect 1o Property held by,
(o7 or in the name of the First Presbyteren Church of the Clty of Baton Reuge, which claims to
its Property are fully adjudicated herein, =5 reflscted by this Stipulated Final Judsmant,

IT 18 FURTHER DREERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that, not less than thirty
(30) days prior to the Prechytery of South Louisiana teking any actizn to discipline any minister
or member of First Presbyterian Church of the Chy of Baton Rouge or eppointing an
adminisirative commissicn o assert ariginal jursdiction over Fiset Preshytedan Churck af the
City of Baton Rouge, the Presbytery of South Louisiana shall give writien notice to counsel for
First Presbyterian Churchk of the City of Baton Rauge of its intent thersof, sotting forth the
grounds for spch action in reasonable detail, and in the event of any dispute as to whether the
proposed aclion is subject 1o or burred by the terms of this Stioulated Final Judgment, First
Presbyterian Chureh of the City of Baton Rouge may, prior 20 the expiration of thirty (30) days
from receipt of said notice, seck clarification of modification of the scope of this Stipulated Final
Judgment from the Court, in which case the Preshytery of Sowh Lowisisna shall refrain from
such setion pending o determination by the Court as 1o the scope of this Stipulated Final
Judgmant,

IT 15 FURTHER ORDERET), ADJUDGED AND DECREED that this Stipulated Final

Judgment iy entered in sccordance with s, C.CF. Art. 2085 end that no sppeal may be taken

hereitom.

L]



A
JUDGMENT RENDERED AND SIGWED in chembers this é day of

o EANGER 2008, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
rj ] / .,JL 7 @J St
TUDGEA9" JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
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WINETEENTH JUDICLAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE

STATE OF LOUISIANA

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MNO: 347025 SECTIOM: 22
OF THE CITY OF BATON ROUGE

YERSUS

JOINT MOTION FOR THE ENTRY OF
THE PRESEYTERY OF SOUTH LOUISIANA A STIPULATED FINAL JUDGMENT

MOW INTQ COURT, comes the plaintiff, The First Presbyterian Church of the Chy of
Baton Rouge, and the defendant, The Preshytery of South Lovisiape, who jointly move for the

entry of = Stipulated Final Judgment, submitted herewith 2nd stteched hereto,

Respecifully submitted,
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L. Purpose of this Statement of Policy

The Presbytery of Mississippi desires 1o retain all of its congregations as sister churches
based on our organic spiritual unity found in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Our unity rests in Christ, not in real estate.
Quoting Isaiah 66:1-2, Stephen admonished his eritics, "Yet the Most High does not
dwell in houses made with hands" (Acts 7:48). Tt has ever heen thus in Istael and in this
Preshytery. Property should neither hold us together nor pull us apart.

Matters concerning property within the bounds of the Presbytery of Mississippi would be
largely academic, were it not for current events in the Presbyterian Church (U.5.A ). In
April of 2006, the Trustees of Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery filed an affidavit placing a
claim on all the real property belonging to congregations within the bounds of that
presbytery. This was a strategy recommended in a paper entitled "Church Property
Disputes" which was produced for the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. Many
congregations throughout the Presbyterian Church thus believe they have reason 10 fear
coercive action by their presbyteries,

The First Presbyterian Church of Baton Rouge, for example, has asked the courts of
Louisiana to issue a declaratory judgment that the congregation alone owns its property,
and the Presbytery of South Louisiana has concurred with that request.

Tt is solely to allay such fears that the Presbytery reiterates and reaffirms its historic stand
with respect to property issues. The Presbytery offers this Statement of Policy to its
particular churches as the definitive statement on how this Presbytery interprets and
intends to enforce the Book of Order with respect to real property.

I1. Policy Statement
The Presbytery of Mississippi herchy:

1. Desires all its particular churches to remain in fellowship with each other under the
jurisdiction of the Presbytery;

2. Resolves that pure preaching of the gospel and right administration of the sacraments
are constitutive of the church, that our unity, purpose. and mission are found in Jesus
Christ and nowhere else, and that decisions affecting ownership of property are
subordinate to, and should suppert. our spiritual unity in Christ:

1. Resolves that the Great Ends of the Church found in G-1.0200 summarize the mission
of this Presbytery and explain the purpose for the existence of the Presbyterian Church
(U.5.AL)

4. Resolves that whenever particular churches of this Presbytery pursue the Great Ends of
the Church they are in fact using their property for the benefit of this Presbytery and of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

ExamiT "D*




5. Trusts its particular churches to make their own decisions concerning how best to use
their property to accomplish the Great Ends of the Church;

6. Resolves that property has not been, is not, and shall not be a basis for our unity or an
opportunity for division among us;

7. Recopnizes that many of its particular churches believe they hold clear title to their
own property;

8. Recognizes all its particular churches as having the ability to sell. lease, mortgage. or

otherwise encumber any of their real property without further written permission of the
Preshytery;

9, Recognizes all its particular churches as having the ability o acquire real property
subject to an encumbrance or condition without further written permission of the
Presbytery;

10. Resolves that it shall take no action to enforce any general trust interest claimed by
any higher governing body against any property, real or personal, held by any of its
particular churches while they remain under its jurisdiction:

11. Resolves that it will not resist any particular church of the Presbytery of Mississippt
which would ask the courts of the State of Mississippi to clear its property of any claims
made by higher governing bodies against that property; and

12. Resolves that nothing contained within this policy statement shall abrogate the
autharity and responsibility of Presbytery under sections G-8.0401 and G-8.0601 of the
Book of Crder; and

13. Orders that these statements be transmitted through the sessions of all the particular
churches of the Presbytery.

1. Theological Reflection and Rationale

1. The Church is founded by Jesus Christ and should embrace his methods and his values,
The Holy Spirit is building the church "upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the comerstone (Ephesians 2:20). Jesus established the
church by calling and gathering the apostles to himself. He trained, taught, and
commissioned them to preach. teach, make disciples, baptize, and celebrate the Lord's
Supper with the risen Lord. Our Book of Order recognizes that it 1s Christ who calls the
Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission, edification, and service.

9 Jesus did not call or train the church to deal with real property. When we mrn to what
Jesus had to say, this is what we find: When a man asked Jesus to settle an estate with his
brother, Jesus replied:



"Man, who has made me a judge or divider over you" (Luke 12:14)? Jesus refused to gel
involved with the property issue. Instead, Jesus used this occasion to warn people not to
covet and place one's trust in larger barns.

When the sons of Zebedee were vying for power, Jesus said, "You know that those who
are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them. and their great men exercise
authority over them. But it shall not be so among you" (Mark 10:42-44),

"Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay
his head" (Matthew §:20),

3. The Goal of the Church is not ownership but discipleship. "It belongs to Christ alone to
rule, to teach, to call, and to use the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the
ministry of women and men for the establishment and extension of his kinedom" (G-
1.0100(b)). Thus, the goal of the church is not to acquire, own, manage, buy. or sell real
property.

The goal of the church is to extend Christ's reign on earth.

4. According to John Calvin, the marks of the church are the preaching of the gospel and
the right administration of the Sacraments. Real estate is not and never has been one of
the marks of the church. In the early church, congregations did not own real estate,
People met in houses, often in secret. Our Book of Order and its historic principles of
Church Government are derived from the example of the apostles and the practice of the
primitive Church. This includes their attitude towards property.

5. The church is called to exercise spiritual disciplineg, not worldly power. St. Paul
cautions the church at Corinth: The weapons of our warfare are not worldly [physical] but
spiritual (2 Cor. 10:4). In the Institutes of the Christian Religion John Calvin carefully
describes the spiritual character of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. The spiritual power of the
church-to resist offenses and eliminate scandal-should be "completely separated from the
right of the sword" (Institutes I'V.xi.5). The church does not exercise "power through
fines or prisons or other civil penalties," but through the power of the Word, This power
is exercised by preaching, admonishing and use of "the final thunderbolt:"
excommunication (Institutes I'V xi.5).

Calvin thundered against the church's attempt to usurp and wield civil power. He cites
with approval Ambrose's statement: "To the emperor belong the palaces; to the priest the
churches" {Institutes IV .xi.8). He also cites Bernard, who admonished Pope Eugenius to
refrain from making decisions regarding property: "What seems the greater honor 10 you:
to forgive sins or to divide estates? There is no comparison. These base and earthly things
have their own judges, the kings, and princes of the earth. Why do you invade another's
border?" He again cites Bernard: "This is the form of apostleship: lordship is forbidden:
ministry is bidden” (Institutes [V.xi.11),



Calvin also recalls a time, under Pope Gregory, when priests and bishops confiscated
land. "Gregory then called a council of bishops together. inveighed stoutly against that
profane custom, and asked whether they would anathematize the cleric who tried 1o
occupy some possession by inscribing a title on his own initiative; similarly, a bishop
who either ordered it done or let it go unpunished. All declared, 'Anathema' (Institutes
TV.xi.14).

6. The Church should always operate out of love and fairness, so as to build up and not
injure the faith of its members. Calvin discusses the fact that the chureh's rule-making
authority is subject always to the requirement that it not violate love. The church in
Jerusalem decreed that the Gentile Christians should observe certain distary laws, ete.,
(Acts 15:20). Calvin comments: "This is no new law laid down by the apostles, but the
divine and eternal command of God not to violate love" (Institutes IV.x.21). Calvin
concedes that constitutions are necessary to keep peace and order, but they must be
"founded upon God's authority, drawn from Scripture, and, therefore, wholly divine"
{Imstitutes 1V .x.30). When Jesus 1s silent on a point, the church may impose rules for
order and decorum, but they should be tested by the law of love. "But love will best judge
what may hurt or edify; and if we let love be our guide, all will be safe" {Institutes
IV.x.30). "[W]e are mutually bound, one to another, to nourish mutual love" (Institutes
IV.ax.31).

7. In applying the law of love, the Presbytery should honor local custom.

"Nevertheless. the established custom of the region, or humanity itself and the rule of
modesty, dictate what is to be done or avoided in these matters” (Institutes [V x 31),

8. In accordance with the mission of the church — to extend the reign of Christ in the
world by pursuing the Great Ends of the Church — decisions by the church should be
made with a view 10 the up-building of the witness of the local congregation. Fighting
over title 1o real property damages faith and destroys the witness of the church.

5. In Mississippi, land and identity are deeply intertwined. This Presbytery has always
regarded real property as part of the local congregation's core identity, During the 1970s,
a number of congregations in Mississippi elected to withdraw and join other Reformed
denominations.

These were difficult and heartbreaking decisions. Some of the decisions to leave were
fueled by anxiety over what would become of the church property if they remained with
the denomination. Many of the congregations who chose to remain in the PCUS believe
that, when they exercised the exemption clause provided in G-8.0701, they retained their
property free of any denominational claims. Feelings about ownership of real property
run very deep in this Presbytery and we have learned, by hard experience, to err on the
side of grace in dealing with such matters.

10. For the past twenty years, it has been the policy of this Presbytery not to use real
property as a weapon or bargaining chip. Although the Presbytery has an encouraging



role to play, especially in the formation of new congregations. it continues to be the
responsibility of the congregations themselves to pay for their buildings and to maintain
them, in order that the mission of the Church might be carried out in particular places.

11. This statement is in no way intended 10 abrogate the Presbytery's role in determining
what happens to the property of a congregation which is dissolved or in schism or which
seeks to be dismissed from the Presbyterian Church, (U.S.A.). Instead, this statement
seeks to reassure all the particular congregations of the Preshytery of Mississippi that,
while they remain in tellowship with us, their property is safe for them to use and
develop as they see fit.

12. This statement is an atlempt to be faithful to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). Because of incomplete records, the Presbytery has long assumed that all
its congregations that were formerly members of the PCUS did exercise the clause in G-
8.0701 that allowed them to be exempt from needing the permission required in G-8.0301
and 0502. G-8.0501 does not stipulate that the permission given to particular churches to
sell, mortgage, or encumber real property, or to buy property subject to encumbrances or
conditions, must be done on a case-by-case basis.

Likewise, there is no stipulation in G-8.0502 that permission to lease property must be
oiven on a case-by-case basis. By granting the permission required in G-8.0501 and 0502
ta all its particular churches, the Presbytery thus seeks to treat all of them equally and
fairly.

13. Although this Presbytery can build a culture of trust within its bounds, it cannot act
on behalf of higher governing bodies. It is possible that, while the Presbytery calls for
love and justice to be demonstrated where it comes to congregational property, higher
governing bodies may continue to claim ownership of the property belonging to the
congregations of the Presbytery. Only the courts of the state of Mississippl can make
final determinations concerning the validity of such claims. As a matter of pursuing the
love and justice of Jesus Christ, the Presbytery of Mississippi will not interfere with any
of its particular churches which desire to act to clear their fitles of any claims made on
them by the higher governing boedies of the Presbyterian Church (U.5.A.).

1V. Conclusion

In making this statement, the Presbytery expresses its trust in its congregations, and
earnestly desires that its congregations would trust that this Presbytery will do nothing
detrimental to the health or strength of any of its particular churches. We take this
position in compliance with the Book of Order, and solely for the furtherance of the great
ends of the church. It is our belief that, in this place and at this time, the mercy and grace
of Jesus Christ is best demonstrated by avoiding conflict over property issues. This 1s not
a new position for our Presbytery. It is how we have handled such matters in the past, and
how we intend to continue to deal with them as we move forward.



Decemper 19, 19LA

The officers of the cherch met &t the church. Dresent were Rev, J. M. (regory, Mod-
erator; Elders Hal Andersn, J. R. Barldey, J. G. Bridges, J..D. Biggers, frank Hill,
?. T. Jones, R. R. Hill, W. G. ¥immons, and Ely B. Mitchelly Deacons Hal Andersom, I,
R. W. Adams, Frank Bryant, Paul Grey, James Yoore, Ellis Parry, H. O. Russell, and

A. H. Taylor, Jz.

The report of the Committee appointed to select a switshis place for the logatiom of
+ha chureh made its report and the ssme was appr ovaed by the Session. A Ucpmittes
composed of Raymond Biggers, J. R. Berlley, P. T. Junes znd Ily B, Mitchell was
apoointed to appear befors the Meyor and Board nb‘ﬁlﬂ_ﬂmn of ths City of Corinth
to get the city to make a quitelaim deed %o a fo gefi-foot strip rumning through
the Cenber of Block 3, Tyrons Heights Addition te the City of Corinth.

Tt was moved, Jeconded, and carried that a congregationgl mesting be called to mest
on the 2rd Sesgwe of January, 1947, imeediately af+er the morming service inm the churd.

The mseting was opened and clesed with prayer.

Rt

January 2, 199

The sessicn med at the church on Jamary 2, 1549, when the folloming were presert:
Hev. J. M. Gregory, Moderstor, Elders J. D. Blggers, . ¥. Byrnes, R. . #i11, P. T.
Jones, J. C. Jonss, and Ely B. Mitchell.

1% was moved, seconded, and carried that the commitiece -
make their peport to the church congregabion for approval or rejection.

Richard Penney IIL was given vhe ardinance of baptism,

The meeting was opensc am closed with prager.

ExHiBIT"E"




Jamary 9, 19L%

The Session met ab the' church at the morning service hour. Prasent Bev. James Y, Gregory
Yoderztor, Elders J. D. Biggers, J. (. Bridges, R. H, Hill, Frank BEill, P. 7. Jones,
Jd. G Jopes); B. M, Habors, and Ely B. Mitchell.

The meeting was opened with prayer. There was no business to coms before the sgssion,
zmi the meeding was adjowrmed with prayer. :

.
8

dJanuary 7, 1249

The Seseion met in regular monthly business mesting follewing the evening =ervice on
Jameary , 15L9, when the following were presemtiModerator Jas. M. Gregory, Elders
Hal —G-!ﬁErS‘Dﬂ., Jn R-I E&.rklﬂ'ﬁr’. Hl P.n. Eill, ka Hﬂl* Pq El JﬂnEH, |-|:l Iﬂl Jﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ_’ ?r'i. G
Kimmons, and By B. Mitchell, and J. G. Bridges.

It was moved, seconded, and carrisd thet whsn no buminess comas befure the regular
weekly meetings of the Session held on Sunday mormings, that the Clark need not write
up mimtes for such moebings.,

It was moved, sscorded, and carried that Mrs. Richard T. Gernert be slested temporary
Director of Heligious Pducation to take the plsce of Miss Fleanor Howard dones, resipned.

It was moved, sscomded, and carrisd that the Tithing Comitiee decids whether thers
will be a separate canvass made for this purpese or whether the same will be ineluded in
e annual Every Member Canvass of the church.

It was moved, seconded, and carried that Rev. Jamas M. Cregory ba glven permideion to
attend the June Summer Conference at Belhaven College and Lo gee if he san et Dr.
Binmney of Scushwestern to fi1l the mipit in his absence.

t was moved, seconded and earried that evening services bs not held, or that some
layman £i11 the pulpit for the evening services during the absence of the pagtor
on

Tt was moved, secorded, amd carried that Frank Hill be elected to represent the Session
to act a3 Advisor to the Budget Comittes.

Tt was moved, sscomded, and carried that E. ¥. Byrnes be slected as Telegates and
P, T. Jones as Alternate io represent this church at the meeting of Presbytery at
Houston, Mississippi, on Jamuary 18, 19L9.

iliss Eleanor Howard Jones hes requeated letier of dismissal from this church to the
First Presbyterian Church of Holly Sorings, Mississippi. Miss Virginia inn Bizzers



First Presbyterian Chuzch
ExXUIBIT "F" Minutes of Session
February 5, 1934

The regular February meeting of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church
was held at 7:00 o'clock P.M. on February 5, 1984,

The meeting was opened with a ssason of praver,

The roll was established with the fellowing Presbyters being present: Leroy
Worsham, Bob Andersom, Hugh Murphy, Fred Vamm, Chester Bissette, Carroll Hudsaomn,
Granville Atkins, Harrison Spear, Lon Taylor, Hank Worsham, Farmer Anderson, Wes

Sentell, Jos Dixon, John Farley, Dr. J. D. Biggers, Orma R. Smith, Jr., Clerk,
and ®H. Christy Morgzan, Maderator.

{3} Mr. Fred Vann presented and read to the Session a rescluticn from the
Second Prashyterian Church, which dealt with the issue of the exceptions granted
by the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Chuzch (USA}, sub-section 7 and numbered
(3-.8,0701 which provides that where there are provisions in that chapter which
are different From those in Chapter VI of the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian
Churech (US), then any Church which was not subject to the similar provision of the
Constitution of the Church of which it was a part prior to the reunion shall be
excused from that provision of this chapter if the congregation shall, within a
period of eight years following the establishment of the Presbyterian Church (USA),
vote to be exempt from such in & regular called meeting and shall thereafter notify

the Presbytery. Mr, Vann read this resoclution scolely for the informsatien of the
Session,

First Presbyterian Church
Minutes of Session
March 4, 1984

The tegular March meeting of the Sessionm of the First Presbyterian Church was
held at 7:00 o'cleock P.M. oo March &, 1984,

{4} Letter from Fred Vann Regarding the Exercising of the Option on Property as
Provided for in the Book of Order. Wr, Vann next presented to the Session a
proposed resolution to call a congregationsl meeting on the first Sunday of April,
‘1984 (april 1, 1984) to present a proposal to exercise an option on the real property
of the church in order to come out from under the provisions of the new Book of Drder
and to be governed by the old Bock of Church Order. This motion was seconded by
Harrison Spear. Mr. Leroy Worsham spoke to the motion and moved that the motion be
tabled inm order that it can be determined whether or not the provisions of the old
Book of Church Order would require that the property of the church be forfeited in
the event the church withdrew from the Presbyterian Church (USA) rather than permitting
the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth bo withdraw from the Presbhyterian Church (USA)
and to take with it its property as is now provided for in the Book of Order. A
motion te table was made and seconded, and upon being put to a vote, carried unmanimously,

There next came on for comsideration the matter of appointing Fred Vann and Farmer
indersen to discuss with the Sacond Presbyterian Church in Memphis the proposed
resolution of Fred Vano and to determine whether or not it would have the effect
as suggested by Leroy Worsham. This motion was seconded, and upon being put te a
vote, carried vnanimously; whertevpon, Fred Vamn and Farmer Anderson were asked to
research this matter with the Second Presbyterian Church.



First Presbyrterian Church
Minutes of the Session
April’ 1, 1984

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church met for its regular menthly
meeting for the menth of April, 1984, at 7:30 p.m, on Sunday, April 1, 1984,

The meeting was convened by a Season of Prayer,

The roll was established, and the following Presbyters were present,
to=wit: Hugh Murphy, Granville Atkins, Wes Sentell, J, D. Biggers, Bob
Anderson, J. Hal Anderson, Leroy Worsham, Bob 0'Brien, Melwvin McClamroch,
Carroll Hudsen, Lon Taylor, Fred Vann, Farmer F, Anderson, David Palmer,
John Farley, Hank Worsham, R. Christy Morgan, Moderator, and Orma R, Smith,
Jr., Clerk.

Excused absences were granted to Mr. Harrison Spear and to Mr. Chester
Bissette.

{6) There next came on for consideration the repott of the investigation
being made with the Second Presbyterian Churech on the resolution to elect to
handle the real and personal property of our church under the Book of Church
Order of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, It was noted that the
report is not complete at this time, It was suggested that no actien be taken
until the report is final. On motion made, seconded and carried, this report
was tabled for furcther comsideration after the report is final.

As part of the consideration of this Investigation, the Moderator asked
Mz. Leroy Worsham to prepare 2 request to the General Assembly sssking an
opinion on this question, that is, if the church elects by proper reselurion
adopted by the congregation to treat its property under the provisions of the
Book of Order of the Preshytsrian Church, U.S., rather then under the new Book
of Order, does that then eliminate the option that the First Presbyterian Church
of Cerinth will have to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church, U.5.A. and carry
with it the real arc personal PTOpETLY.

Additional Business

{1) Report om Church Propsrty, Chapter &, Fred Vamn, Mr. Vann reported that
on April 16, 1984, he talked with Douglas Harper, Jr., Editor of The Open Letter,
Houston, Texas, concerning the question that was brought up as to the ownership
of our property, even if our congregation voted to act under the provisions
of paragraph G-8.0701 in the Book of Qrder entitled "Exceptions", and then
at some later date, the congregpaticn voted to withdraw from the Presbyterian
Church, U,5.,A., a5 provided in Article XIII entitled "Procedures for Dismissal
of a Congregation with its Property” of the Articles of Agreemant,

Farmer Anderson also reported that after reading the Article and the
editorial written by Dr. Harper that appeared in the November-December, 19583
edition and the March-April, 1984 edition of The Open Letter om church property
of former PCUS congregations, that the two of them were of the opinion that
Dr, Harper would be the most knowledgable persom they could contact to
clarify the questions that the Session wanted answered. Dr. Harper is the
senior pastor of the 53t. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas,
and was quite active in working for the reuniom,

Dr. Harper stated that paragraph G-8.070l and Article XIII of the
articles of Agresment in the Dook of Qrder are totally separate; and do not
relate to each other in any way. He said that ths two sections should not



even be discussed at the same meeting., Mr. Vann reported that he told Dr.
that since this question had arisen in our Session, that buth the issues
Wcﬂld have to be discussed st the sams time,

Hatper

Dr. Harper said that if the Congregation voted affirmatively on paragraph
G-3.071, as his church had, and then at a later date voted affirmatively on
Article XIII, complying with all the stipulations of this Article, then thea
congregation, in his opinion, would be dismissed with its property. The
congregation, under the stipulaticn of Article XIII, cannot become an independent,
but must go with another reformed body, Mr, Vann then stated that on February
8, 1984, he malled to sach elder of the Session and the moderater & BResolution
that he felt the congregation should act upon regarding the option on
property as provided for in the Book of Order., At the March 4, 1984 mesting
of the Session, he meved that the Session ask for 2 congregational meeting
for the purpose of the congregation voting on this Resolution. This motion
was tabled because some members of the Session raquested more information on
the matter and requested Farmer Anderson and Fred Vamm to try to get the
additional information desired., The informatiom furnished and reported on
in this report is the result of their joint efforts to get for the Session
the information that the Session requested, Mr, Vann then moved that the
congregational meeting be czlled on June 3, 1284 following the momning church
services for the purposes of the comgregation voting on the Besolution as
previously submitted to this Session, and that a copy of the Rasolution ba
mailed to each family of the comgregation at least two weesks prier to the
congregational meeting., This motion was seconded by Farmer Anderson, and
a full discussion followed, Mr, Leroy Worsham stated that he was of the
opinien that Dr, Harper, Fred Vann and Farmer Anderson were exactly wrong,
*and that if the church elected to have its property treated as it was treated
by the BCUS, that the property would remain the property of the Presbytery
in the event the church elected to withdraw under Section XIII. Mr, Worsham
had with him & proposal to make an overture to the General Assembly on this
issus. Mr. J, Hal Anderson then moved to takle the motion of Fred Vann until
after the General Assembly responds to the overture proposed by Mr, Worsham
on this issue, The motion to table was saconded by Hugh Murphy, and upon
being put to a vote, the same carried by a majority vote,

¥Mr, Worsham then moved that the oveTture, which he proposed, be joined
in by the Bession as an overture to the General Assembly on this issue,
After full consideration of this mabtter, on motion made by Sammy Smith and
secended by Dr, J. D. Biggers and carried by a majority vote, it was:

BESOLVED that the Session of the First Presbyterian Chuxch of
Corinth, Mississippi, Jjoin in the overture proposed to the General Assembly
by Leroy Worsham, which overture is in essentially the following form, to-wit:
{(zee insert).



OVERTURE
TO
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA

WHEREAS,

The Book of Order, Presbyterian Church USA, Section G-8.0701
allows a particular church of the former Presbyterian Church

in the United States voting to be exemnt From the provisions

of Chapter 8, entitled "The Church and its Property", to hold
title to its property and exercise its privileges of incorpation
and property cownership under the provisions of the Book of

Church Order, Presbyterian Church in the United States, 1982-
1983 Edicicon.

WHEREAS,

The Book of Church Order, Presbyterian Church in the United
States, 1982-1983, Section 6-4 states that if a particular
church attempts to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church
any property that it may have shalll be within the control
of the Presbytery and may be held for designated purposes

or sold or disposed of in such manner as the Presbytery, in
its discretion, may direct,

WHEREAS,

Article 13, entitled "Procedures for Dismissal of =z Congregation
with its Property", of the Articles of Agreemant between the
Presbyterian Church in the United States znd the Unitad Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America states that a particular
church, following the guidlines stipulated, voting to be dismissed
under the provision of Article 13, will retain all its property,

RESOLVED,

.By wvoting to bDe exempt from Chapter 8, Book of Order, Presbyterian
Church USA and reverting to property cownership under the provisions
of the Book of Church Order, Section 6, specifically Section 6-4,
which gives Presbytery control of all property, would this in any
way deny a church of its property if the particular church would at

a later date desire to exercise its right of withdrawal under
Article 13.

EXPLANATION OF OVERTURE

There is a seriou doubt as to whether or not a church exercising
irs rights under Article 13 would be entitled to its property if
prior to this it had voted to be exempt from Chapter 8 of che
Presbyterian Church USA., By so voting to be exempt from Chapter 8
and reverting to the property ownership under the provisions of
Chapter 6 of the Book of Church Order, PCUS, the church would
auctomatically be under the restriction of Section 6-4 which
specifically states that if a church attempts to withdraw, rhe
church property would be under control of Presbytary,



It is hard to understand the rationale that a church voting

to be governed as to its property by the provisions of Chapter
5, with full knowledge that Section 6-4 gives the church's
property to Presbytery in case of withdrawal, then later woring
to withdraw under the provisions of Article 13, expecting to
keep its property. These two conditions are not comsistant

at all, but rather they contradict each other.

REQUEST,

That General Assembly interprete the Constitution to clarify

the issue of property ownership of a particular church that

has voted to be governed by the provisions of the Book of

Church Order, Section 6, specifically Section 6-4, then later

on votes to withdraw under Article 13 of the Articles of Agreement.
Who would have control of the church property? The particular
church or the Presbytery.

Respectfu‘ly,

EW,,,&L_

Leruy W Worsham

Elder

First Presbyterian Church
Corinth, Mississippi

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth,

Mississippl at its regular meeting on May 6, 1984 adopted
the following resolution.

RESOLVED,

That the Session of the First Presbvterian Church

of Corinth, Mississippi jein in the Overture Proposed
to the General Assembly by Leroy W. Worsham, thereby
making the above Overture an Overture te the General
Assembly of the Session of the First Presbyterianp
Church of Corimth, Mississippi.

This Overture is being forwarded to St. Andrew Presbytery for
their approval or disapproval with the request that the Overture
be forwarded to Genesral Assembly in either event.

% 2/
._/f}ﬁra? £ it “"/. Y

Orma R, Smith, Jr.,
Clerk of the Seszaion

-



First Presbyterian Church
Minutes of the Session
September 9, 1984

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Corinth, Mississippi, met for
its regular momthly meeting on Sunday, September 9, 1984, at 7:30 p.m., the rtagular
meeting scheduled for September 2, having been pretermitted to this time and place.

The meeting was opened with a Season of Praver,

The toll was established with the following Preshytersz being present: Farmer
Anderson, Lon Taylor, Bob O'Brien, John Farley, Chester Bissette, Hugh Murphy,
Hamk Worsham, Granville Atkins, J. Hal Anderson, Bob Anderson, J. D, Biggers I1I,
Carrell Hudson, Wes Sentell, Joe Dixon, Fred Vann, Harrison Spear, Leroy Worsham,
Moderateor Pro-Tem, and Orma R. Smith, Jr,, Clerk of the Sessicm,

(8) There next came on for consideration the matter of incorporating the church
as & non-profit corporation as regquived by Paragraph G-7,0401, This was discussed
in brief. Motion was made to table any further consideration and that motion was
seconded and carried unanimously.

(5) There next was suggested that the churzch consider withdrawing from the
Presbyterian Church U.S5.A., This was discussed but no action was taken.

First Presbyterian Church
Minutes of Session and
Joint Mesting with Deacons
Novemher 25, 1584

The joint meeting of the Session and Diaconate to consider the 1985 proposed
budget was convened with prayer by Moderator Bernard Munger at 5 p.m., November
25, 1984, at the church.

Elder Lon Taylor presented the budget item by item and answered questions
s arising. Then each group held its separats meeting,

Attending the session meeting were Moderator Munger, Elders Lon Taylor, Harrisom
Spear, Bob 0'Brien, Melvin McClamrech, Chester Bissette, Bob Anderson, Fred Vann,
Carroll Hudson, Hugh Murphy, Farmer Anderson, Cramnville Atkins, John Farley, Leroy
Worsham, Joe Dixon, Hal Anderson, and J. D, Biggers, Elders Smith and Sentsll were
excused.

Elder Hal Anderson spoke to the overture submitted to General Assembly request-
ing interpretation of the constitution concerning church property, saying he thinks
the issue is settled by Article 13 which states that any church leaving the deno-
mination within the § year period gets to keep its property. Others made comments.
Elders Leroy Worsham, Fred Vann, Hal Anderson, and any other wishing to attend,
were elected to represent us at the Dec, 5 hearing of the overture by Presbytery's
Permanent Judicial Commission,



First Pgesbyterian Church
Minutes of the Session
January G, 1955

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Corinth, Mississippi, met for its
tegular monthly meeting on January 6, 1985, at 7:00 o'clock p.m. at the church in
the City of Corinth, Alcorn County, Mississippi. There were present and avTively
participating in the meeting the following Presbyters: Melvin McClamroch, Granville
Atkins, Carroll Hudson, Franmk Worsham, Jr., Hugh Murphy, Bob O'Brien, Harrisom
Spear, Lon Taylor, Sammy Kemp, Erst Long, Richard Milam, James Moore, John Farley,
Farmer Anderson, J. D. Biggers III, Hal Anderson, David Palmer, Joe Dixon, Bermard
Munger, Moderator, Orma R, Smith, Jr., Clerk of the Session. :

Alsc present, as special imvited guest, was Mr, Leroy Worsham,

As = further item of new business being taken out of order, Mr, Leroy Worsham
advigsed the Session that Hal Anderson, Fred Vann and he had met with the Permanent
Judicial Commission of Presbytery on the property overture to the General Assembly,
They suggested that the Session drop the overture and write a letter to the ddvisory
Commnittee on Constitution of the General Assembly for clarification of the questiom.
If we proceed with the overture, the Presbytery Judicial Commission will forward it
to Presbytery with no recommendation, Hal said the overture would cost $5,000.00
and prefers that we write the letter. Leroy prefers chat we go ahead with the over-
ture, After full discussien of this matter, on motion made by John Farley, seconded
by Beb O'Brien and unanimously carried, it was:

RESOLVED that the Session of First Presbyterian Church of
Corinth, Mississippi, does hereby elect to keep the gverture before
the Presbytery of St. Andrew and expects it to bs on the docket at
the next meeting, being the second Tuesday in Fehruarty, 1583,

First Presbyterian Church
inutes of the Session
March 12, 1985

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Ceorinth, Mississippi, met for its
regular stated March meeting-at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12, 1983, being the time and
place now designated for the stated monthly mesting,

The following Presbyters were present; Hugh Murphy, Farmer F. Andersom, Loum Taylor,
Sarmy Wemp, Granville Atkins, Frank Worxsham, Jr., Melvin MeClamroch, Dr, J, D, Biggers
III, Robert O'Brien, Fred Vaon, Carroll Hudson, Erst Long, John Farley, Harrison Spear,
There were alsoc present Dr, Bernard Mumger, Moderator, and Owma R. Smith, Jr., Clerk.

(4) Dr, Munger reported on the meeting of the Presbytery on February 19, 1985, He
reported that Letoy Worsham was asked to speak to the overture of “this cherch. #®r. Morton
MeMillan defended the action of the committee in not letting this proposal go to the
General Assembly on the basis that it was not a true overture, The overture was then
modified and it was agreed that it will be presented to the next mesting of the General
Assembly as an overture from the Presbytery of 5t. Andrew,



